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Abstract– The absorption of the meaning of entrepreneurship education in students is not yet fully optimal. It is identified 

that the absorption capacity of jobs generated by MSMEs is very high and makes MSMEs the mainstay of the economy in 

Indonesia. The purpose of this research is to provide meaning regarding entrepreneurship learning for students in higher 

education. The research method used is a qualitative descriptive study using observation, interview and documentation study 

techniques, through data reduction analysis, data presentation, data verification and data conclusions. The results of the 

study show that students feel more motivated to start their own businesses after taking entrepreneurship education. 

Entrepreneurship education not only functions as a guideline for entrepreneurship, but also as an important tool in creating 

solutions to economic problems faced by society. Therefore, entrepreneurship learning provides a good meaning in 

supporting student performance in the future. 
Keywords: meaning of entrepreneurship, students in higher education. 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship education serves to foster 

entrepreneurial interest among students, which is 

needed to increase the number of entrepreneurs in 

Indonesia [1] . This study investigates the cognitive, 

attitudinal, and skill factors that contribute to the 

process of entrepreneurship education, as well as the 

significance of this education in creating competent 

young entrepreneurs. In this case, supporting 

entrepreneurial interest is not only limited to 

delivering theory, but also includes relevant practical 

activities. 

The problem in this study focuses on the 

absorption of the meaning of entrepreneurship 

education in students which is not yet fully optimal. 

Given the identification of the absorption of jobs 

produced by MSMEs is very high and makes MSMEs 

the mainstay of the economy in Indonesia. In line 

with the results of a study showing that the integration 

of entrepreneurship programs in a comprehensive 

educational environment accelerates the process of 

forming an entrepreneurial spirit among students. 

The importance of implementing 

entrepreneurship education not only in universities 

but also in the family and community environment. 

This shows that to foster an entrepreneurial spirit, a 

multi-dimensional approach is needed, involving the 

entire supporting ecosystem by [2] . 

Entrepreneurial characteristics and 

entrepreneurial motivation have become the focus in 

increasing students' interest in entrepreneurship. Good 

entrepreneurship education can create a high 

entrepreneurial spirit among students, which is 

expected to be beneficial not only for individuals but 

also for the wider community [3] . 

On the other hand, it is important to 

remember that entrepreneurship learning must be 

adjusted to changing market trends and needs. The 

development of technology-based entrepreneurship 

can attract students' attention and make them better 

prepared to face modern market challenges. The 

instillation of technology-based entrepreneurship 

education is very important, especially among the 

younger generation who grow up in the digital era [4].  

In order to achieve these goals, educational 

institutions must build strong cooperation with the 

industrial sector, as stated by [5] . This cooperation 

will create opportunities for students to practice 

entrepreneurship directly and understand the real 

market dynamics. 

Overall, entrepreneurship learning in higher 

education plays a vital role in shaping the character, 

attitudes, and skills of students to become successful 

entrepreneurs. The realization of entrepreneurship 

education not only serves as a guideline for 

entrepreneurship, but also as an important tool in 

creating solutions to economic problems faced by 

society. 

Entrepreneurship learning in higher education 

has a very important meaning, especially in the 
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context of Indonesia which faces the challenge of 

high unemployment. One of the focuses of this 

learning is to foster an entrepreneurial spirit among 

students, which can be a solution to creating jobs and 

supporting national economic growth.  

Table 1. Contribution of MSMEs to GDP in Several 

Countries 
Country  % 

Indonesia  61.1 

German  53.8 

Japan  53 

Singapore  44.7 

American  43.5 

Thailand  43 

Source : [6] 

Based on the data above, increasing the 

performance and number of MSMEs directly 

contributes to economic growth in Indonesia. Not 

only through the formation of new MSMEs, but also 

through improving the performance of existing 

MSMEs, because this can encourage increased 

productivity [7]. When MSME productivity increases, 

the ability of MSMEs to absorb labor will also 

increase, which ultimately helps strengthen national 

economic growth. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Entrepreneurship Learning 

Entrepreneurship learning, as defined by 

various studies, has several meanings that reflect the 

essence and purpose of this educational process. First, 

entrepreneurship learning is an effort to foster 

entrepreneurial behavior through an educational 

model designed to improve motivation, mental 

attitude, and entrepreneurial skills in students [7] .  

Second, in the context of higher education, 

entrepreneurship learning aims to shape the character 

and interest in entrepreneurship needed to support 

economic growth and create sustainable young 

entrepreneurs [8] . Finally, this learning can also be 

considered as a process that includes cognitive, 

affective, and psychomotor development that are 

interrelated in forming an entrepreneurial mindset [9] 

. The three main indicators of entrepreneurship 

learning that can be determined are: 

1. Increasing student interest and motivation to 

become entrepreneurs, as seen from their 

participation in entrepreneurial activities;  

2. Mastery of entrepreneurial skills, which include 

the ability to plan, manage, and develop a 

business; and  

3. Formation of an entrepreneurial mental attitude, 

which is manifested in the courage to take risks 

and the ability to adapt to changes in the 

business environment [10] . 

Entrepreneurship is an important pillar in 

driving innovation and job creation, so that 

entrepreneurship learning in higher education is a 

vital strategy in producing a young generation with an 

entrepreneurial spirit. However, the success of this 

program is greatly influenced by how students 

interpret the learning process. So far, most studies 

have focused on quantitative learning outcomes, 

while studies that explore students' experiences and 

perceptions in depth are still limited.  

In fact, understanding the subjective meaning 

of learning can provide important insights for the 

development of more effective curricula and 

approaches. Therefore, this study is important to 

reveal the meaning of entrepreneurship learning from 

the perspective of students in order to support the 

birth of young entrepreneurs who are innovative, 

adaptive, and oriented towards value creation. 

2.2 The Role of Students in Higher Education 

College students have an important role in the 

context of entrepreneurship learning, where this 

education does not only focus on cognitive aspects, 

but also on character development and practical skills 

that are essential to create competent entrepreneurs. 

First, students are expected to be able to develop an 

innovative and creative entrepreneurial mindset, 

which is encouraged through the implementation of 

relevant learning, such as a curriculum based on 

prophetic values and direct practice [11] . 

This shows the understanding that 

entrepreneurship education should be able to form a 

strong character in addition to intellectual abilities 

[12] . Furthermore, entrepreneurship learning in 

higher education is also directed to increase students' 

interest in entrepreneurship by involving them in 

practical activities and business simulations, which 

have proven effective in honing their skills and 

increasing their self-confidence [13]. Third, indicators 

of the success of entrepreneurship learning can be 

seen from students' ability to identify and explore 

business opportunities, develop networks, and adapt 
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to a dynamic business environment [14] . These 

indicators include: (1) character development through 

entrepreneurial values, which support students in 

facing challenges as prospective entrepreneurs; (2) 

increasing students' interest and self-confidence in 

entrepreneurship, which can be measured through 

active participation in entrepreneurial practice 

activities; and (3) the ability to recognize and evaluate 

existing market opportunities, which are key skills in 

the business world [9]. [8] . 

The meaning of entrepreneurship learning for 

students in higher education is closely related to the 

development of entrepreneurial competencies, 

attitudes, and interests that have a positive impact not 

only on individual students but also on society at 

large. In this context, there is a research gap regarding 

the most effective methodology to enhance 

entrepreneurial spirit among students. Several recent 

studies have shown that Outcome Based Education 

(OBE) based approaches can enhance students’ 

entrepreneurial skills [15] . However, there is still a 

lack of exploration regarding the collaboration 

between entrepreneurship programs and flexible 

higher education policies, such as Merdeka Belajar 

Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) [16] . 

Further research is needed to explore how the 

implementation of MBKM policies can be integrated 

with entrepreneurship curricula to produce highly 

competitive entrepreneurs. In addition, the influence 

of financial and management literacy on 

entrepreneurial spirit also needs to be further 

explored, considering that low financial literacy is 

still a challenge for many students who want to 

become entrepreneurs [17] .  

Considering these aspects, there is an urgent 

need to further investigate the influence of diverse 

learning patterns in the context of changing learning 

environments, such as distance learning which is 

increasingly common post-pandemic [18] . This effort 

is expected to identify the most effective and relevant 

learning methods in shaping entrepreneurial character 

and abilities that are in accordance with the needs of 

the times. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODS 

Qualitative descriptive method is a research 

approach that aims to describe phenomena, events, or 

social conditions in depth and as they are, without 

manipulation. Qualitative descriptive research method 

is a method used by researchers to find knowledge or 

theories about research at a certain time [19] . 

The method applied in this research is a 

qualitative descriptive method. The qualitative 

descriptive study method is a research approach that 

prioritizes the description of social phenomena or 

certain conditions in depth and comprehensively, 

using data obtained from oral and written sources. 

This research aims to provide a clear understanding 

of the events or phenomena being studied, without 

leaving out the context that surrounds them. 

Qualitative descriptive research allows researchers to 

present a comprehensive picture of the phenomenon 

being studied, touching on the interrelated 

interpretive and descriptive aspects [20] . 

This study used observation and tests as data 

collection techniques, reflecting the importance of 

rich illustrations in understanding changes in 

students' behavior and emotions [21] . Data 

collection techniques in this research are recording 

techniques, documentation techniques, and library 

techniques [22] . Data analysis techniques collect 

data that can be analyzed through data triangulation 

through data reduction, data presentation, and data 

verification.  

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The findings identified from the research on the 

meaning of entrepreneurship learning for students. 

Based on the findings in the field that 

entrepreneurship learning is perceived by students in 

higher education institutions and its impact on their 

development as prospective entrepreneurs. 

Entrepreneurship education and creativity, contribute 

to students' interest in entrepreneurship, which 

confirms the importance of these aspects in 

developing entrepreneurial skills [23] . 

Entrepreneurship education not only influences 

entrepreneurial intentions but can also significantly 

help in improving the quality of work and students' 

desire to become entrepreneurs. The results of this 

study indicate that students feel more motivated to 

start their own businesses after taking 

entrepreneurship education [24] . In this aspect, it is 

important to note that the promotion of 

entrepreneurial thinking among students depends on 

how the education is designed and implemented. 

Entrepreneurship learning in higher education 

not only facilitates the transfer of knowledge, but 

also plays a major role in character building and 

increasing students' motivation to become 
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entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurship education must be 

designed in such a way as to encourage involvement 

and practical experience, so as to equip students not 

only in theory but also in practice. The concept of the 

meaning of entrepreneurial learning which 

emphasizes adaptive, proactive, and innovative 

abilities also appears to be starting to form through 

this learning. Students show changes in attitude that 

reflect an orientation towards opportunities and the 

courage to try. 

As higher education institutions continue to 

refine entrepreneurship programs, the integration of 

traditional curricula with modern pedagogical 

approaches will likely play a critical role in nurturing 

the next generation of entrepreneurs. Exploration of 

entrepreneurship learning in higher education reveals 

its diverse benefits, especially in shaping 

entrepreneurial competencies and intentions, 

especially among students.  

The findings from field interview activities show 

that the meaning of entrepreneurship learning for 

students is in line with the statement from (AZ, 2025) 

"providing motivation for students to take part in the 

field in implementing the entrepreneurship learning 

they have received". This is in line with the statement 

from [25] that innovative entrepreneurship learning 

practices, such as project-based learning, have been 

proven to help students develop entrepreneurial 

attitudes, behaviors, and skills. 

In line with the statement from (IL, 2025) 

"entrepreneurship learning that is balanced with 

practice provides insight and interest in becoming 

entrepreneurs in the future". Entrepreneurship 

learning not only provides theoretical knowledge, but 

can also form a more positive entrepreneurial attitude 

among students [26] . Furthermore, from the 

statement (IM, 2025) "entrepreneurship learning 

provides an important meaning in fostering 

motivation in entrepreneurship". This is in line with 

the statement from [27] that relevant and contextual 

entrepreneurship education will be the key to 

increasing active participation of students in 

entrepreneurial activities, which is an important 

aspect in creating new entrepreneurs. 

Entrepreneurship learning carries a deeply 

personal meaning. Several noted that they 

became more confident, motivated to achieve 

financial independence, and experienced changes 

in their personal values such as becoming more 

responsible, disciplined, and visionary. This 

indicates that entrepreneurship education not 

only equips students with knowledge and skills 

but also shapes character and entrepreneurial 

values. 

Nevertheless, the study also identified 

several challenges in the implementation of 

entrepreneurship education. Some students 

criticized the teaching approach as being overly 

theoretical and lacking real-world relevance. The 

limited number of instructors with practical 

entrepreneurial experience was also highlighted 

as a concern. Therefore, it is crucial for higher 

education institutions to continue developing 

adaptive and collaborative curricula, for instance 

through business incubator programs, 

partnerships with industry practitioners, and 

learning methods based on real-life case studies 

or projects. 

Integration of effective pedagogical strategies, 

practical experiences, and supporting structures 

within the educational framework is essential to foster 

an environment conducive to entrepreneurial growth. 

In line with the  statement from (Va , 2025) “ 

entrepreneurship learning implies meaning in building 

entrepreneurs”. Furthermore, according to (PI, 2025), 

"entrepreneurship learning helps students to learn 

marketing efforts". A continued commitment to 

entrepreneurship education will be critical in fostering 

a strong entrepreneurial ecosystem that can stimulate 

economic development and innovation. 

Entrepreneurship learning is perceived as a 

process of mindset development. Many students 

expressed that through entrepreneurship courses, they 

began to identify opportunities around them, learn to 

think critically and creatively, and become more 

willing to take risks. Which posits that 

entrepreneurship is not merely about starting a 

business, but about shaping a way of thinking and 

acting in a proactive and innovative manner. 

Entrepreneurship education is also perceived as a 

means of developing practical skills. Students 

reported that they gained real-world competencies, 

such as business planning, market analysis, basic 

financial management, and presentation skills. 
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Project-based or experiential learning approaches 

were considered highly effective, as they provide a 

more contextual and applicable understanding of 

entrepreneurial concepts. 

Thus, through entrepreneurship learning, 

students are given the understanding that they must 

have higher readiness to face the challenges of an 

increasingly competitive job market, where 

entrepreneurship is one way to achieve personal and 

social economic sustainability.  

V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Based on the results of the research that has been 

carried out, entrepreneurship learning has meaning for 

students, through entrepreneurship learning, students 

feel more motivated to start their own business after 

taking entrepreneurship education. The concept of the 

meaning of entrepreneurship learning which 

emphasizes adaptive, proactive, and innovative 

abilities also appears to be starting to form through 

this learning. Entrepreneurship education must be 

designed in such a way as to encourage involvement 

and practical experience, so as to equip students not 

only in theory but also in practice. The meaning of 

entrepreneurship learning for students in higher 

education is closely related to the development of 

entrepreneurial competencies, attitudes, and interests 

that have a positive impact not only on individual 

students but also on society at large. 

Entrepreneurship learning provides deep 

meaning for students to foster interest in 

entrepreneurial management as a provision for 

students' future lives. Therefore, it is crucial for 

higher education institutions to continue 

developing adaptive and collaborative curricula, 

for instance through business incubator 

programs, partnerships with industry 

practitioners, and learning methods based on 

real-life.This encourages students to apply the 

important meaning of the learning they get. As for the 

suggestions in this study, in further research, 

hopefully it can examine in more depth the role of the 

meaning of entrepreneurship learning for students. 

Higher education institutions are advised to integrate 

more experiential learning methods, such as hands-on 

practice, business simulations, internships in start-up 

companies, and community-based entrepreneurship 

projects. This approach has proven to be more 

effective in fostering a deeper and more practical 

understanding of the business world. In addition to 

technical skills, entrepreneurship education should 

place greater emphasis on the development of 

character values such as courage, responsibility, 

innovation, and resilience. This can be achieved 

through reflective activities, case studies of 

inspirational figures, and value-based learning 

initiatives. 
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